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Dear Parent or Guardian: 

 

I am writing to share important news about upcoming changes at your child’s school that will 

significantly improve academic opportunities and the overall experience for John Wister School students 

and families. 

 

Your child deserves to have a great public school close to your home that helps to build a strong academic 

foundation. Due to ongoing challenges at Wister, a fundamental shift is needed to improve the academic 

foundation for all students. As a result, The School District of Philadelphia is recommending that John 

Wister School become a Renaissance Charter School, starting next fall.   

 

Renaissance Charter Schools are public schools under a charter school operator that serve students in the 

neighborhood catchment area. All current Wister students will be guaranteed admission. Over the past six 

years, the School District has used the Renaissance approach to transform 20 low-performing schools, 

with consistent improvement in school climate, culture and academic performance. In our experience, 

many families decide to come back to their neighborhood school after it is converted to a Renaissance 

Charter School.  

 

While John Wister School will operate without interruption during this process, we need your input and 

engagement for this effort to be a success. There will be several opportunities for you to share your voice, 

ask questions and inform important parts of this process. Parents and guardians will be able to serve on 

the review committee that recommends the best charter operator match for Wister.  

 

We will be holding weekly meetings about the transformation on Wednesday evenings between 6:00 - 

7:30 p.m.  Please contact WisterInfo@philasd.org for information about these meetings. If you would like 

to contact us by phone, please leave your information on the Renaissance Schools Hotline at 215-400-

5999. 

 

Thank you in advance for your support and collaboration as we strive to achieve this goal, working 

together as a community. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
William R. Hite, Jr., Ed.D. 
 


